EDGEFIELD COUNTY COUNCIL
February 2, 2026
5:30 PM
Edgefield County Law Enforcement Center

The Edgefield County Council held its Intergovernmental Meeting on Febrdary2, 2026 at'the
Edgefield County Law Enforcement Center. Chairman Dean Campbell calléd the'iriegting to
order at 5:30 PM. Roger LeDuc gave the invocation. Everyone then ate dimi@r

After dinner, Chairman Campbell: As we all have heard, Representative Clyburn’s wife, Ms.
Beverly Clyburn, passed away over the weekend. I ask that we take a Moment of Silence for
Beverly Clyburn. My Clyburn has already announced that he will not be running again in the
next election.

Welcome to the new Law Enforcement Center for the second year. Thank you, Sheriff, for
allowing us to host it here. Many of you toured it last time because it wasn’t open yet. I'm afraid
that if you want to tour it now, you might have to stay.

I want to recognize the Edgefield County Council, Administrator Caddell, Clerk to Council
Aretha Eubanks, and all the other individuals who helped make this possible.

At this time, I will ask that we go around the room for introductions. [Everyone introduced
themselves. ]

County Council is pleased to host this meeting again. It is important to network and talk about
what we’re doing.

Tonight’s agenda: 5 minutes each, but I'd suggest shortening when possible so we can get you
on the road before temps drop below freezing. When 1 finish the County report, the next person
comes up, and so on. Just follow the agenda. I’ll be back at the end to close.

1 will just hit some highlights for you for the County Council report.

County Report

e As we all know, the law enforcement center opened officially earlier this year. Greatly
appreciate the project oversight by Sheriff and his staff ... and a great first year here.

¢ Now that we have the law enforcement center in place for the sheriff’s department and the
magistrates’ offices, Council this year turned its attention to Emergency Medical Service.

e As you may know, the Council put into place the financial structure to move our EMS
service into the 21* Century. Let me point out to our Legislative Delegation that if we can
receive any state funds for our new EMS headquarters building, it would help us lower our
debt service millage rate. [ know they are working on that.

e As part of our EMS commitment to citizens, we put into service on January | a daytime
ambulance and crew to our rotation. In the next 2 years, we plan to have a new EMS
headquarters built. And a new substation in Merriwether will built. We will increase EMS
staffing and ambulances, all to help our citizens. We have a great EMS staff, but now we’re
all-in on bringing even better pre-hospital care to our citizens.

e Speaking of the hospital, that’s another area that Council worked on since we last met.
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Will Gordon will give you some details in a few minutes, but let me say we signed a new
long-term lease with Self Regional Healthcare last year. The new agreement allows them to
continue to operate the Edgefield County Hospital, or as it is now called, Edgefield County
Healthcare.

Self also agreed to put under their umbrella the Johnston Medical Facility since Dr. Morgan
retired. That facility opened late last year.

When I put all this together, a new law enforcement center, a major EMS upgrade, locking in
great healthcare for our citizens’ future, I think this Council has reached some important
milestones in serving citizens.

In economic development, Will Williams will tell us more on this topic, but I can tell you
we’re still working on a settlement on the land in the industrial park. We hope to adjudicate
this quickly.

In recreation, we completed the Bettis Park project, and the new baseball field that was
constructed will be open for play in the Spring.

The Star Park recreation project, which will be located in front of the law enforcement
center, has been fully engineered and has moved to SC Department of Environmental
Services for stormwater permitting. The project is about ready to go out to bid.

We also have a new park going up at Northside, and we appreciate the Delegation providing
over $14,000 for new equipment, so we’ll proceed with that work in the fall.

Of course, 1 don’t have time to talk about the details of other things we have accomplished,
and there are many.

I do want to take a moment and thank our County staff, particularly our Administrator David
Caddell, Assistant Administrator Doc Hart, Clerk to Council Aretha Eubanks, and the many
employees of the County. They have been doing the real behind-the-scenes work to help
make everything run smoothly.

That’s my report. I’ll turn it over to Sheriff Jody Rowland.

Sheriff Jody Rowland

Glad to host this event again this year. This is the second time we have had this here. Next month
will mark a year since we opened. I believe this is where it was said, "If you build it, they will
come." We have doubled the number of inmates in our detention center. We are now housing
federal inmates. I want to thank our partners in the towns. They are great to work with, We need
deputies on the roads and in the Detention Center. We have 570 square miles, and we are not
covering it. Thank you to all our partners during these last few weeks. It has been tough. 1 don’t
consider you neighbors. I consider you partners because we are in this together. We are very
appreciative.

We have the #1 SRO of last year working in our school. We have SROs in every school, a
campaign promise [ fulfilled.

Thank you very much.

Will Gordon, Edgefield County Healthcare




EDGEFIELD COUNTY COUNCIL
February 2, 2026
5:30 PM
Edgefield County Law Enforcement Center

I appreciate the opportunity to be here with you tonight. I just wanted to share some of the things
we have completed since partnering in 2018. We were well into the 10-year lease when we
began the conversation with Edgefield County about where we were, where we wanted to go,
and what we needed to take the next steps in investment. Over the first few years, we spent well
over $2 million on infrastructure and equipment for our team to better take care of our patients.

We conducted a comprehensive evaluation of pay and benefits plans to align them with our other
campuses.

We have updated the HVAC system and the behind-the-scenes components you expect to be
working properly.

We were very excited to partner with STHS for a state-first health science and business academy.
We have students coming over to the campus for not only health science but also other programs.
Also, to the Greenwood campus as well.

Mr. Campbell shared that we started the campus in Johnston. It has been extremely busy over
there. We are excited to continue that practice. We immediately started seeing 15 to 20 patients
there. We will continue to monitor the situation and hope to expand our presence in the area and
surrounding counties to better meet citizens' needs.

Over the next couple of years, we will have several large-scale projects we have planned. The
largest is the new CT scanner, which costs around a million dollars. This is a sizable investment
that we need in this area. We will also be upgrading some of our emergency room equipment,
such as procedural lights.

We are also looking at adding some additional services from a specialist standpoint. We are
adding orthopedics, neurology, podiatry, and ENT to get scheduled in the area. As early as
March, we will begin offering GYN services. We also will be adding some time for an operating
room where we will be able to take on some surgical procedures from a GYN perspective.

For outpatient services, we launched a pulmonary program to meet demand and support patients
who must travel for care. I think we can get this up and running in 60-90 days.

In the future, we will invest in our food and nutrition equipment. We are excited that many of the
folks from our surrounding areas come by for breakfast and lunch. We want to continue to
provide that not only to our team but also to citizens, so we can provide a good hot meal.

I am excited to be here and will answer any questions you may have. Thank you.

Will Williams, Western SC Economic Development Partnership
Always good to see so many friendly faces. Over the past year, Portland Bolt and Bondex have
completed their expansion, and everything is going well.
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Chairman Campbell, Mr. Anderson, and I have met with our existing industries. All of them are
doing well. That is always good to hear because when you read the newspaper, and other
counties are not doing as well with industries. That is encouraging. These industries help pay
many of the county's bills.

For the past 18 months, it has been pretty hard selling from an empty wagon. This is because the
industrial park is tied up in a lawsuit, and Mr. Hare does not have any sewer capacity.

We have a great asset of people around here in Edgefield County, but if you do not have those
other two things, we do not have much to sell. It is good that there are two existing industries
that are doing so well and expanding. Good, we are getting closer to seeing a settlement with the
lawsuit.

I am not sure where things stand with the sewer, but [ know Representative Hixon always asks
me because he is very interested in the county's sewer situation.

We have had a lot of good meetings with Dr. O’Gorman and his team. Edgefield County Schools
fight way above their weight in terms of the product they produce. That is something we all
should be proud of. A little double AA school competing with the big boys of the world.

Hopefully, by this time next year, Piedmont Technical College will be underway in the industrial
park.

Kevin O’Gorman, Superintendent

I am here to brag on our students and staff for quite a few things. You all helped us celebrate
STHS becoming the state champions for the first time in 20 years. Then, to have both of our
middle school mock trial teams to win on the same day as state winner and state runner-up. This
literally happened on the same Saturday. I kept telling people that it was a great day to be in
Edgefield. We were in other places of the state doing great things.

Back to Will’s point, this is the first year that we have outperformed all of the districts that touch
us. We have outperformed them in ELA and Math. We had the second-highest gain in Math in
South Carolina this past year. We are outperforming the state in ELA.

I am looking at Ms. Kennion and thinking about our health partnership and the academies. We
have strong partnerships we can call on for help.

Meetings like this make phone calls much easier. It is a wonderful thing to be in Edgefield
County and have that type of relationship. Meetings like this really do bring us together, which
helps to make those phone calls easier. We appreciate the partnership and all that you do.

One more quick thing. We have not raised the millage rate in seven years. We are retaining 90%
of our teachers, and our student enrollment has been declining for the past 12 to 15 years. That is
slowing, and we are holding at 3000.
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Our finances look strong, and that is not something the surrounding districts can match. We were
in the green this past year, which is a positive development.

Thank you for your support, and call me if you need anything.

Fab Burt, Edgefield County Planning Commission
Thank you, County, for the dinner.

The Planning Commission has been through a heck of a year for us. I know you have watched
the news and so forth.

Basically, the RV issues took up a lot of our time. We struggled with it, and somewhere on the
base level with it.

In the long run, we are looking at tree preservation. We do not want the County to be a plain, like
Oklahoma. We are working to preserve and keep trees around. A lot of people like to push our
trees over, like in subdivisions. It is not a good issue for the County. If you look at the benefits of
it, I think we concentrate on that too much.

We want the County to grow, but in a friendly, like growth. Edgefield is a rural county, and we
want to keep it that way despite the growth coming.

We are also looking at grading. They want to grade the land and change the concept to build a
subdivision based on the terrain they are clearing. That is what we are looking at.

Another concern is the data center. I was not involved until it was brought to our attention, and |
researched other areas that have them. [ do not know if it will be good or bad for Edgefield
County. It is likely coming, and we want to establish a plan to protect nearby homeowners in the
arca where the data center is being built. Then, we are looking at the water and electrical
requirements for it. Can Edgefield County afford it? That is part of what we are researching. It is
not going to be a long, drawn-out plan.

These are some of our main issues. Otherwise, the growth is still going, but we have to control it
to the point that it does not affect other people, other than positively. We can continue to be the
friendly county that we should be.

Sam Crouch, Jr., County Transportation Committee

Good evening. I would like to recognize our staff that is in attendance. Ginny Wall introduced
herself as E911, but she is much more than that. If you work with and know about the County,
you know.
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If you were at the Legislation Delegation meeting, I will repeat some of the things I went over
there, and I apologize for that. I will share some numbers and details on what we have funded or
are still in the works.

Star Road is going to be resurfaced from one end to the other. SCDOT is handling the majority,
and we are completing the portion that they are not. This project is $195,000.

Parker Road, which is a small road that comes off of Star Road. That Paker Road project is
$764,000.

We are contributing $250,000 to Fox Creek to help put in a turning lane for the new school.

We have funded Trestle Street, which is a culvert project in Trenton. We are dealing with the
railroad, which makes it very difficult. But we are making progress.

We have county road projects, including resurfacing and maintenance, totaling over
$1,146,000,000.

We had 6 bridges washed out during Hurricane Helene. Two of those bridges, Hunters Run and
Long Cane, we have funded. Those two totaled about $1,200,000 to replace those bridges.

The workload the staff had to handle with FEMA was excessive and unreasonable. These are all
one-lane bridges on dirt roads, for which they requested the original plans. Those bridges had
been there since Edgefield was a county. That is the kind of detail that FEMA wanted, and our
staff was up to the task.

Sawyer Avenue in Johnston is funded.
That is all | have for the funded projects.

Regarding future projects, you hear a lot about Long Cane Road and its condition. It is a bigger
project than what CTC can handle. I think at the next meeting, we are going to discuss talking to
the state and see what we can do with that road, similar to what we did with Star Road by
making it a joint project.

County Road, Indian Ridge, off Sweetwater, is a road we will need to address. It has a dead end
and a culvert beneath it that has been failing for some time. We have applied for some grants that
did not come through. So, we are going to discuss this at the next meeting and bite the bullet. It
will cost roughly $600,000 to $700,000, off the top of my head.

Lastly, Sable Lane is a dirt road off Windy Ridge. [t is the county road crew's single biggest
maintenance issue, We will look into it and explore how we can help with that situation.

Roger LeDuc, Town of Trenton

I have the honor of working with the Town of Trenton. We have already introduced our new
Mayor, Shannon Philpot, and Councilmembers, Letitia Tanks and Keith Sexton. We are at 60%,
which is a record for our town in attendance.
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When you work with small towns, it is all about partnerships.

We are participating in a program with the Sheriff’s Office and the towns of Edgefield County
called Smart Cop, where we share data. This has allowed us to reduce our costs.

Working with the County where we have two towns that are doing a comprehensive plan, which
is where a town looks 20 years ahead to where they want to go. Then you follow it up with a
zoning ordinance. The County is working with us on those plans.

[ really want to thank the State and the County. For a number of years, the state has a grant called
PARD. This is the parks and recreation working together. They funded the initial phases of the
Trenton gymnasium, including air conditioning. The County then followed up with the Home
Grant for each town on special projects. We finished this year with totally renovating the Trenton
Gymnasium. It now has a catering kitchen, new bathrooms, tables, chairs, and HVAC. It is
rented several times a month by people in and outside the community. This would not have
happened without the help of the County and the State. We thank you both for working with us.

Another acknowledgement was after 40-plus years, Wilbur Billy Padgett is no longer the Mayor.
We now have Shannon Philpot as the Mayor.

We decided to join the religious community by purchasing the Presbyterian Church in town.

After 100-plus years, the town has consolidated all its ordinances into a single book titled the
Code of Ordinances.

This fall, in December, we reduced the tax millage in town by 10 mills. We wanted to give back
to citizens who give so much back. We are hoping in the future to reduce the millage more if our
finances continue to support us.

Thomas Holmes, Town of Johnston
Roger LeDuc also works with the Town of Johnston. We are looking for the reduction of 10
mills and will be working with him on the budget, also.

I want to thank Self Regional and Edgefield County Council for the long-term agreement. One of
the most cherished developments in Johnston is that we were able to preserve our healthcare. We
were able to partner with the County through an agreement under which the building is now
there. I had no idea when [ met with Self Regional that it was going to be that easy. They were
willing to work with us and have been partners with us in the medical field. It was a service in
Johnston that was really needed. We greatly appreciate Self and the County.

We have completed our Fine Arts Center in Johnston with the help from the County through
grants. We were able to use what I call ARP funds to finish the Fine Arts Center.
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The County has also worked with us on the Genealogical Society, of which they are going to
start with a summer program to do various things with the children.

We have been working towards some grants. Mr. LeDuc and I have met several times to discuss
those grants to help the community. We will be meeting with a gentleman this coming Friday to
talk about grants that will help us and what we have do.

I want to thank the Delegation for the $13,000, and ways to utilize those funds for pickleball
courts.

1 would also like to thank the Sheriff for his assistance. I think we just about got a new
department. The Sheriff called and asked did I need assistance.

I would also like to thank our Council for their attendance tonight. My Council has been a
blessing to work with.

Roger LeDuc, Town of Edgefield

I am not sure what he was going to say, but I will say a few things on his behalf.

Thank you to the County for the Home Grants for what you did with that. There was a 50/50
grant that helped with the square.

There was also a grant that helped with the Town Gym in Edgefield. They have almost
completed the work there, except for the storage room. It has been renovated where all of the
County Basketball games are held. They have a first-class pickleball floor. They also did a
pickleball court outside. This area will be utilized by not only the residents of the Town of
Edgefield, but by the community. It was through the partnership that made this possible and that
is what all of this is about.

The two biggest things that ongoing right now is the old hotel. This hotel was closed in the early
80s. It is a very historic and beautiful building. I have been working with the mayor for 13 years
to get this place renovated. The County helped by supporting the Bailey Bill which helps with
giving the new property owners a tax break. We just had the ribbon cutting almost a month ago
of which they are currently in the process of renovation. About $10 million will be put into the
renovation of this hotel, which will be a showcase for the community and a welcome addition to
the town square.

The other major property that is under construction is the Kendall Mill, which was abandoned in
the 80s. It has been utilized many times over the years. We worked with a group from Illinois
that is underway to create over 100 loft apartments. These apartments are being designed
according to the 16-foot windows, and this is why they are called loft apartments. These
apartments will have one-, two-, and three-bedroom apartments. This will be over $20 million in
investments to the community. This is going to be a great addition to Edgefield and the
surrounding areas.
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Lastly, a new development is occurring on the bypass with a new subdivision. This has not
happened in the past decades, and it has multiple homes under construction. Thank you.

J. D. McCauley, Assistant City Administrator
I am here on behalf of Mayor Williams and Mr. Clifford. We had our council meeting scheduled
at the same time as this meeting.

1 apologize if I look a little disheveled this evening. Aiken County had e-learning today. I do not
know, Superintendent, how you all do it. But I know the teachers and all are underpaid. I got a
front-row seat with my kids and realized how much I had forgotten.

Thank you for this meeting and the government coordination.

| thank Administrator Caddell for his recent coordination of the storms that came through. Qur
office often speaks with him on EOC coordination, storm response, public safety, and animal
control. Qur town has been having some issues with animal control, which is ongoing. Mr.
Caddell has been a great partner with us with flushing out some alternatives. Those things did
not come to fruition, but we do thank you for the ideas and partnership.

I will give you some of the updates that are important to the area of North Augusta that is in your
county.

¢ Development on Martintown Road at the Martintown Ridge. The ribbon cutting is
scheduled for February 18, 2026, at 11:30 AM. You are welcome to attend.

e We are actively reviewing plans for the Baggert Property. That has started to move down
the pipeline and you will start to see some activity there.

o Exit 1, The Hive, this project is coming along with the expectation of commercial
development to come online this year. This should be pretty exciting for everyone.

e Exit 5, a great area that has been booming in the last 10 years. The new traffic signal that
we all have been talking about to come in at the crossing of Lulu’s Carwash and Sonics
with the help of SCDOT and Representative Hixon as he have been helping us by putting
in words of concern for this.

e A new hotel is expected behind the Tru Hotel, so we are starting to see development in
hotels to start popping up off Exit 5 area.

¢ We authorized Dominion Energy to come through to run a natural gas pipeline near the
hotels.

¢ The big item we have in Edgefield County that is still up for debate is the North Augusta
County Club property and what are we going to do with it. We still do not have an
answer because we have limited funding sources. We are looking at private sources or
using the newly implemented impact fees to help fund that endeavor. We have an off site
Council Retreat and that will be a topic of conversation. Hopefully we will get a
resolution to that topic in the next month or so. Regardless of what we do, the Greenway
is going to come through there. We are looking forward to connecting to Edgefield
County with their trail system. We would love to connect at the Country Club property.
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Thank you for the invite and fellowship that we receive every year. It is great to be part of
group who are servants to everyone in the community.

John Hare, Edgefield Water & Sewer Authority

1 will lead off with the sewer capacity since my friend Will Williams set the table for me. We
actually do have sewer capacity in the Town of Edgeficld and the Town of Johnston. It is in
the rest of the County where we have some issues. As you may or may not know, the sewer
is all treated.

At Aiken County Horse Creek Wastewater Treatment, it is currently at the max capacity.
There are currently some issues there that will require them to eventually sell and divvy up
the capacity. That is the big stumbling block. There is more than adequate capacity in the
lines and the pump stations themselves. It is more of a treatment facility itself. Those are
being worked on in Aiken County. I know Representative Hixon and Clyburn, and Senator
Massey have all been in involved in discussion as well about the sewer capacity as well. This
is ongoing.

We are in the midst of doing an update to the Wastewater Master Plan. We are looking at
different options to expand our current water treatment facility to be able to take care of more
wastewater in-house while utilizing current infrastructure. We want to move flows around to
create additional capacity for the future as well.

All of these things are very expensive and cost a lot of money. Speaking of money, we are
currently working to complete the first phase of a multi-phase, multi-year upgrade of our
water plant. The water distribution center will be adding an elevated storage tank. The first
phase should be finished this summer. This is a $13 million upgrade to the plant. Most of that
was funded with the SKIP Funds. But it is all a part of the COVID funding from several
years back. We are putting in an additional $3 million in that as well.

The second phase will be a new $1 million clevated storage tank. It will be placed
somewhere off Murrah Road, as well as a new 24-inch transmission line that will come out
from there. It is estimated to cost about $16 million.

Then we will flip back to the water plant, where we will be adding more filtration and some
other things. We do not have a firm cost on those things right now.

The other thing 1 wanted to point out as the folks from the Town of Trenton are here. We just
approved an engineering contract to look at waterline replacements throughout the Town of
Trenton. I know that has been a big issue for the last several years. We have signed, and it
has been approved, and we will start the design work this spring. Hopefully, thereafter, we
can start on that project.

These issues are not just an Edgefield problem; it is a statewide problem. It is about
infrastructure, power, gas, roads, and bridges. These projects take time and a lot of capital to
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invest in. We look for federal and state funding to help with the smaller communities for
these things.

Legislative Delegation

Shane Massey, Senator

As you can see, Representative Bill Clyburn is not here tonight. He had death in his family. I
wish he were here tonight, as he announced last week that he was not running for re-election
this year. He is my representative and has represented us well for over 30 years. Hopefully,
you all will get to see him and say hello or goodbye.

We usually talk about a few issues coming up at the State House. [ will talk about things on
the Senate side, and Representative Hixon will talk about things coming up on the House
side. Then we will take questions.

We are into week four of the Legislation 18 weeks.

On the Senate side, these are some of the topics we are in the middle of a debate that has
been happening for a number of years.

1. One is an effort to try to strengthen our DUI laws. Our DUI laws are extremely weak
in South Carolina. We have the worst DUI fatalities in the country per capita. There
are a number of things that go into that. Qur criminal penalties are too weak. They
have too many loopholes that are intentionally built into them. This may be the most
important thing we do this year.

2. We are going to spend some time talking about charter schools and accountability.
There is going to be some debate about that.

3. We are going to talk about tax policies, income taxes, and property taxes. We will
discuss whether to give more relief to seniors pertaining to taxes (Homestead
Exemption). Right now, we have a $ 50,000 Homestead exemption, and we are
discussing increasing it.

4. We are going to be talking about growth. This is a conversation many of us have
wanted to have for a while, because no matter where you go in the state, growth is
one of the top three issues. Growth is something we are hearing a lot about from
people. I am looking forward to this conversation. It is going to be hard, but [ think
the state is going to have to get involved in helping local governments deal with some
of these challenges and stressors that are being placed by the amount of growth in
certain areas. Also, how it is affecting everybody else.

5. We will get into the budget. We are blessed not to be struggling with budget deficits
as other states are. Qur economy is doing really well. Will Williams has been kicking
tail with economic development as well as the citizens across the communities. That
is what is allowing us to force the tax policy debates we are having. We have been
saving more money than we have ever saved before, cutting taxes, and giving rebates.
Yet, we are still growing. Things have been going really well economically overall.
We will have conversations about consequences moving forward in these discussions.
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Bill Hixon, Representative

Bill Clybum called, asking if he needed to be here. [ told him no; we could handle it. I told him
that we would love to have him, but he needed to be there with his family. He told me that the
funeral would be at 11:00 AM, Saturday, at the First Baptist Church in Aiken. I love that man.
His wife taught me in school while I was in the 10" grade. Bill loved his wife as [ did. Please
keep him and his family in your prayers.

The budget does start in the House. I will tell you that the Ways and Means Chairman spoke in
our conference meeting the other day. One of the first things he said was we are going to have
earmarks. Hopefully, we will be able to get the EMT station we have been wanting out at the
industrial park. That means a lot to all of us. Representative Clyburn and I ate lunch out there
after Hurricane Helene. That is an old place. It needs some help with the sleeping conditions. ]
have the plans on my desk in Columbia. That is what I will ask for when asked for needs. It was
one of my requests for Edgefield County.

[ work a lot with John Hare, and I have ridden the Horse Creek Waste issue with Will Williams.
Aiken County, Edgefield County, and Saluda County have a problem with capacity. It is awful. I
put it at the hands of Aiken County Council and their Chairman at how they run that place. It is
terrible. If we were to have the finest industry the world want to come here, we would have to
tell them goodbye. We do not have a spot for them. For us to get into this condition is a shame.
Our House Delegation is all upset about it, and we are prepared to do something about it. Senator
Young is going to meet with Bonnie Amons and talk about it. Then Senator Young will meet
with Senator Massey to discuss it. We have a mess. There is no plan for the future. Our
delegation met with Ms. Bonnie, who received a $ 250,000 grant to conduct a study and hire a
consultant on the Horse Creek Plant. Hopefully, we will come out of something good with that.
It is a shame when you cannot give an O’Reilly’s Parts store a sewer tap. That is bad. Much less
a subdivision or a company we want to come in here. John and I have been talking almost daily
about that. Will Williams and [ talk about once or twice a week about it.

That is why I am here to tell you that I am proud of Edgefield County. John took the bull by the
horn of no capacity, and with the thought of what are we going to do. He hired a consultant to
assess the city of Edgefield and Johnston sewer and treatment plant that we inherited when we
took over water and sewer operations. He found some capacity. He went to work. John took the
prison oftline, and it is going to go straight into Edgefield City's sewer. This change created
more capacity space in the local area.

I thank North Augusta for being kind to us of which I represent also. Our sewer goes through the
North Augusta line. We have to acquire capacity from North Augusta. It is interesting how all of
this transpires.

Our biggest bill that we have in the House was bathrooms. Who can go to this bathroom and who
can’t go to that bathroom? They put 100 amendments on this discussion. It is crazy stuff like that
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that bogs you down. We finally got through with it after going into closure, where you can’t add
amendments anymore. We finished that up on Thursday.

It is quite interesting because a lot of the bills have not come out of the committees, we have
been meeting in. Now they will start coming out, and the bills will start hitting the floor.

I am the Chairman of Agriculture and Environmental. The departments of DES, Game Warden,
and Forestry, which come under us. I enjoy helping and living in Edgefield County. But if we
don’t do something about this sewer, it is going to hurt us.

I wish Aiken County would do something like this. We get some things done here in Edgefield
County when we sit down, meet and talk. We try to do what is right. We are very successtul here
int this county.

I think the state with the most growth is South Carolina, according to U-Haul and the census. We
are growing, but the Senator and 1 both agree that we want to grow the right way. All those
houses springing up on Martintown Road near me. [ am sorry, North Augusta, but Edgefield
County still gets some tax money out of that, too.

Chairman Campbell

We appreciate Senator Massey and Representative Hixon addressing us there. To all our
speakers, thank you.

I will ask the Edgefield County Council if | have missed anything for discussion. I heard nothing.
1 will ask the room in general if they have anything to say before I adjourn tonight that has not
been said.

Donna Livingston
[ want to say two things.

1. The Chamber of Commerce is doing their Bags of Love this week and next week. If
anyone would like to donate money or bags, using CashApp, Venmo or PayPal. Just talk
to me afterwards.

2. If anyone comes across a new business and there is a ribbon cutting or you see an
opening getting ready. Let us know. That is wat we do is ribbon cuttings. We would be
glad to do that. I hate we missed the one at the hotel. Keep in mind that the Chamber of
Commerce do ribbon cutting.

Chairman Campbell

Thank you all for letting us get through a few minutes early tonight. Everybody be safe and we
stand adjourned.

Adjourn
The Edgefield County Intergovernmental Meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM.
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Edgefield County Council
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ATTEST & %Campbell Council Chairman

-
Aretha Eubanks, Clerk to Council
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